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New Organization on Martha’s Vineyard 

Promotes Local Philanthropy
Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative 
Will Expand Universe of Donors Contributing to Local Non-Profits

WEST TISBURY, MA – August 5, 2003.  The major cuts in federal, state, and other public funding affecting communities around the country have had a more than major impact on Martha's Vineyard, which despite its reputation as a playground for the wealthy, is also one of the poorest and neediest communities in Massachusetts.   By 

re-energizing a venerable Island tradition of self-help, non-profit organizations and agencies of all description have stepped into the gap, expanding their services and multiplying their fund-raising activities.  This summer season has been especially crowded with high profile fund-raising events and campaigns.  Potential donors are finding themselves pursued as never before.  "There aren't enough days in August to go to all the events we are invited to," complained one of the Island's more prominent givers. The main target of this effort are seasonal residents, who spend four, five or six months on the Island, but who spend most of their time and philanthropic dollars elsewhere.   

"We'd like to see more giving to the Vineyard, something on a level that reflects somewhat the time they spend on the Vineyard," say Sam Feldman, chair of the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative, and a member of several other non-profit Boards.

The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative is working to expand the universe of donors contributing to Island non-profit organizations.  Its goal is to involve the broadest number of people possible in Island giving, including seasonal residents and visitors.  As part of that effort, MVDC will create a resource for donors, which introduces them to the variety of options for their giving.  MVDC will act as a conduit of information—a matchmaker between donor and recipient.
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 “If the Vineyard is to remain a haven of beauty and civility, if growth is to support the character we all love, the non-profit community must play a pivotal role in support of critical health, human services, education, the arts, environmental, and civic organizations,” said Beatrice Phear, president of the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative.  “We are, ourselves, donors, and we aim to increase Island philanthropy by facilitating connections and building relationships between potential donors and non-profits.”

The MVDC board of directors is a group of full- and part-time residents who believe in encouraging proportional philanthropy (e.g., if a visitor or part-time resident spends one-fourth of his or her time on the Island, then one-fourth of his or her annual giving should go to Island organizations).  

To most efficiently fulfill its mission, MVDC has hired its first executive director.  Barbara Bellissimo, a seasonal resident who recently moved to Martha’s Vineyard full-time from California, brings over twenty years of marketing, development and executive experience at organizations of all sizes.  Most recently she was director of development and communications at People Acting in Community Together, a grassroots leadership development organization in San Jose, CA.  Prior to PACT, she was executive director of the Palo Alto Community Fund, a community foundation serving Palo Alto, CA and its surrounding communities.

“I have enjoyed all that Martha’s Vineyard has to offer for many years,” said Ms. Bellissimo. “I am thrilled to join MVDC in strengthening this community that’s already given so much to me and my family.”

About the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative

The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative is expanding philanthropy on Martha’s Vineyard by linking donors with local non-profit organizations.  MVDC has begun the process of identifying new donors, and introducing them to local organizations that are connected to their fields of interest.  Non-profit organizations interested in being in the MVDC resource directory should complete the MVDC Information Form at www.mvdonors.org/npos.html.  Donors may find out more about MVDC by calling 508.696.4647 or by visiting www.mvdonors.org.
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