Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative

Expanding philanthropy on Martha’s Vineyard by linking donors with local organizations
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Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative Reaches Out to All Island Non-profit Organizations
Announcing the Directory of Martha’s Vineyard Non-profits; 
Special Information Session for Non-profits on October 20

WEST TISBURY, MA – October 6, 2003.  The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative (MVDC) announces a special information session for all Island non-profit organizations on Monday, October 20, 2003.  The meeting, which begins at 5:30PM at the Martha’s Vineyard Hebrew Center, will include the following:

· Announcement of the MVDC Directory of Martha’s Vineyard Non-profits
· Explanation of the MVDC, what it does, and how it can help match non-profits with new donors

· Input and suggestions from Island non-profit organizations

· Networking and coalition-building among organizations

The MVDC Directory of Martha’s Vineyard Non-profits will list all Island non-profit organizations, by area of interest, and will include basic information about each organization, including their mission.  The Directory will be available to all existing and potential donors, to facilitate matching financial and capacity-building resources to appropriate organizations.

“As a new organization, it’s critical that we get feedback and input from our key constituencies,” said Barbara Bellissimo, executive director of the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative.  “We’re thrilled that, for the first time, we’ll be able to invite all Martha’s Vineyard non-profits to come together to influence how we expand philanthropy here and make more and better matches with donors.” 

Martha’s Vineyard faces a critical resource crisis.  The volume, speed and character of change on the Vineyard have significantly stressed the existing infrastructure.  Dukes County, despite the influx of people of means and an image as a playground for the wealthy, remains one of the poorest counties in Massachusetts.  Public funding, state 
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and federal support, has not kept pace.  A gap has opened between needs and public resources, and there is little expectation it will be filled in the near future.  The support of critical health, human services, education, arts, environmental, and civic organizations is essential.

“Donors are asking how best to strengthen the non-profit community,” said Beatrice Phear, MVDC board president.  “We want to make sure we have the correct information on the full spectrum of non-profits and their needs.  The MVDC Directory will allow us to present donors with the full range of choices for their philanthropy.”

In addition to assembling and distributing the Directory, the MVDC will sponsor educational forums and networking events designed to connect potential donors to non-profits in their fields of interest.  MVDC will not solicit funds for itself, will not choose among organizations to support, and will not provide access to donors without their permission.  MVDC will also work with non-profits to identify technical and other in-kind resources to assist with capacity building.

About the Special Information Session

WHAT:

Special Information Session for All Island Non-Profits

DATE:

Monday, October 20, 2003

TIME:

5:30 PM

PLACE:

Martha’s Vineyard Hebrew Center



Center Street



Vineyard Haven
RSVP:

Barbara Bellissimo, MVDC Executive Director



508.696.4647



barbara@mvdonors.org

About the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative

The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative is expanding philanthropy on Martha’s Vineyard by linking donors with local non-profit organizations.  MVDC has begun the process of identifying new donors, and introducing them to local organizations that are connected to their fields of interest.  Non-profit organizations interested in being in the MVDC Directory of Martha’s Vineyard Non-profits should complete the MVDC Information Form at www.mvdonors.org/npos.html.  Donors may find out more about MVDC by calling 508.696.4647 or by visiting www.mvdonors.org.
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