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Art Competition for New Martha’s Vineyard License Plate

Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative sponsors new license plate to benefit Island non-profit organizations

West Tisbury, MA—May 30, 2006—Martha’s Vineyard may have its own MV license plate, if goals of the Martha's Vineyard Donors Collaborative (MVDC) are met by local car owners. The MVDC president, Beatrice Phear, has met with the Registry of Motor Vehicles to start the process.

Art students at Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School (MVRHS) are being invited to submit designs for the plate's logo to the left of the numbers. A committee consisting of Donald Widdiss, Chair of the Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah); Barry Rosenthal, co-owner of Outerland, Carole Cohen, board member of the MVDC; Carol Kolodny, of Kolodny Dorr Media Design; and Kate Medeiros, an MVRHS student, will select three finalists whose designs will be published in the newspapers. The Martha’s Vineyard Community will have two weeks to vote their favorite, which will then be submitted to the Registry for approval.

The new license plates will cost $40. All proceeds will go into the newly-created Martha's Vineyard Community Fund at the Permanent Endowment Fund of Martha's Vineyard, the island's community foundation, to benefit local charities. Once the program is up and running, it should raise about $120,000 or more per year, depending on how many people sign up. “Since fundraising is always tough, especially for the smaller non-profits, I am excited about a new source of revenue for them,” said Phear. She also said the Cape & Island plate generates some funds for the Dukes County Commissioners, but none goes to island charities.

After the design has been selected, volunteers will collect the names and fees from car owners who want the new plates. As soon as 3,000 car owners have signed up, the plate can go into production and on the road. A special feature will be the auctioning off of the first twenty-five numbers to the highest bidders. “We expect these to be very popular, especially number one, and hope that it will generate a nice pool to start the fund off,” said Phear. “The Martha's Vineyard Donors Collaborative has as its mission expanding philanthropy on Martha's Vineyard, and we really hope this will make a difference in celebrating and enriching our island.”
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About the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative

The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative expands philanthropy on Martha’s Vineyard by linking donors with local non-profit organizations and providing capacity-building services to Island non-profits. Non-profit organizations interested in being in the MVDC Directory of Martha’s Vineyard Non-profits should complete the MVDC Information Form at www.mvdonors.org/npos.html.  Donors may find out more about MVDC by calling 508.696.4647 or by visiting www.mvdonors.org.
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