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MV License Plate Program Discontinued

West Tisbury, MA—December 21,  2007— The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative has regretfully decided to discontinue the special Martha’s Vineyard license plate program for lack of public interest. The plate campaign started in the summer of 2006 and 500 applications were received in the first 6 months. Less than 300 applications were received in 2007, however, despite a major print and radio advertising campaign. The Registry requires 1,500 applications before making the plate if the Collaborative posts a bond and 3,000 applications without a bond. 

The Donors Collaborative felt prudence dictated that bonding was too much of a risk given the dropping pace of applications. Consequently they decided to end the program rather than continue to aim for 1,500. Applicants are being notified by postcard and all applications and checks that have been received will be destroyed.

The plates would have created a special fund at the Permanent Endowment Fund that would make grants to Island Non-Profit organizations. It was hoped that $100,000 per year would eventually be available. 

The Donors Collaborative is continuing its other programs of capacity building workshops for Island charities, newsletters to seasonal residents alerting them to Island needs, and a general advocacy campaign to increase philanthropy, such as the movie trailer shown in local theaters this summer.

About the Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative

The Martha’s Vineyard Donors Collaborative is an advocacy organization devoted to strengthening the non-profit community on Martha’s Vineyard.  It increases philanthropic giving on Martha’s Vineyard by educating potential and existing donors about the needs of island non-profits and by introducing donors to organizations that reflect their interests and passions.  It also provides capacity-building services and technical assistance to island non-profits. Non-profit organizations interested in being in the MVDC Directory of Martha’s Vineyard Non-profits should complete the MVDC Information Form at www.mvdonors.org/npos.html.  Donors may find out more about MVDC by calling 508.645.3690 or by visiting www.mvdonors.org.
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